
PLEURISANTHES FLAVA (ICACINACEAE): A NEW RECORD FOR BRAZIL 

Bruno S. Amorim Rodrigo Duno de Stefano 
Laboratorio de Morfo-Taxonomia Vegetal Dept. Bote 

Universidade Federal de Pernambuco 
CEP: 50670-901, Recife, Pernambuco, BRAZIL 

brunosarim@yahoo.com.br 

'entro de Investigacion Cientifica de Yucatan 
A.C. Colonia Chuburna de Hidalgo 

CP 97200, Merida, Yucatan, MEXICO 

Marccus Alves 
Laboratorio de Morfo-Taxonomia Vegetal Dept. Botanica 

Universidade Federal de Pernambuco 
CEP: 50670-901, Recife, Pernambuco, BRAZIL 

ABSTRACT 

Icacinaceae (s.l.) comprises approximately 52 genera and 400 species worldwide. It occurs predominantly in 
the Tropics and rapidly decreasing in number toward the subtropics. In the Neotropics, the family is repre¬ 
sented by 12 genera and 54-57 species (Duno de Stefano 2004). Morphological and molecular studies (Kare- 
hed 2001) showed Icacinaceae (s.l.) as of polyphyletic origin and under a new circumscription, it was segre¬ 
gated in four distinct families [Icacinaceae s.s., Cardiopteridaceae Blume, Stemonuraceae (M. Roem.) Karehed, 
and PennantiaceaeJ. Agardh], 

Icacinaceae s.s. has a pantropical distribution with 30 genera and 140 species (Duno de Stefano 2004; 
Duno de Stefano &  Amorim 2012; Karehed 2001). Pleurisanthes Baill. is a small genus of woody vines to climb- 

of Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname, French Guiana, Ecuador, Peru, and Brazil (Duno de Stefano 2004; Howard & 
Duno de Stefano 1999; Duno de Stefano &  Amorim 2012). The genus is characterized by the flowers not being 
articulated at the distal portion of the pedicels (Duno de Stefano et al. 2002) and the species have smaller and 
less attractive flowers and fruits than other species in Icacinaceae s.s. The highest diversity of Pleurisanthes spe¬ 
cies is found in Brazil which comprises five species distributed in the Amazon and Atlantic Forest (Duno de 
Stefano & Amorim 2012). Pleurisanthes has a problematic taxonomy and needs a further review. The genus is 
poorly known mainly because of the general lack of collections from the Amazon Forest. We publish here the 
new record oiPleurisanthe flava from the Amazon forest of Brazil. 

Pleurisanthes flava Sandwith has previously been recorded from Guyana (de Roon 1994; Keloff et al. 2011) 
and its occurrence in the Brazilian Amazon was suggested by de Roon (1994). However, no Brazilian collec¬ 
tions were cited by de Roon (1994). In a recent herbarium survey, four vouchers of P. flava from Brazil were 

ern record of the species in Guyana, expanding the known distribution of the species. 
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Fig. 2. Pleurisanthesflava. A. Fertile branch (from// Pipoly&R. Boyan 8845); B. Inflorescence (from D.C.0.67853); C. Flower (from 
8845); D. Fruit (from JJ. Pipoly& G. Gharbarran 10168). 

nJ.J. Pipoly&R. Boyan 



172 Journal of the Botanical Research Institute of Texas 8(1) 

M. Polak &  P.J.M. Maas 506 (K, NY, U, US). 

In Brazil, Pleurisanthesflava occurs in the states of Amazonas and Para and in different areas from the Brazilian 
Amazon Forest. The species is recorded in lowland Amazon Forest and usually collected near streams and 

knowledge and geographic distribution of the species. Pleurisanthesflava is most similar to P. howardii R. Duno, 
Riina & P.E. Berry, which is endemic to Venezuela, but the leaves of Pflava are bicolorous, less coriaceous and 

with the apex noticeably apiculate (Duno de Stefano et al. 2002). Pleurisanthesflava differs from P. artocarpi 

(Ducke) R.A. Howard by the shorter pedicel, broader petals, and tomentose style (de Roon 1994; Sandwith 
1931), and from P. simplicifolia by the oblong and membranaceous to chartaceous leaves, with entire margin, 
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